
Gospel Reading   -   Easter Sunday   

John 20:1-9 
On the first day of the week, 

Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, 

while it was still dark, 

and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 

So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, 

“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 

and we don’t know where they put him.” 

So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 

They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 

and arrived at the tomb first; 

he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.  

When Simon Peter arrived after him, 

he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, 

and the cloth that had covered his head, 

not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 

Then the other disciple also went in, 

the one who had arrived at the tomb first, 

and he saw and believed. 

For they did not yet understand the Scripture 

that he had to rise from the dead. 
 

Questions: 

1. Why was the empty tomb so important?  

2. Is there any meaning with a woman being the first to find the empty tomb? 

Why wasn’t it the disciples?  

3. Did the finding of the tomb empty by Mary and the disciples – bring to their 

minds that Jesus had risen? 

4. How would you characterize Peter and John’s initial reaction to the empty 
tomb? The “empty tomb” would eventually have a profound impact on both 
Peter and John’s lives. How has the truth of the empty tomb affected your 
life? 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20?1


 

5. The Gospel reading describes the resurrection of Jesus. It also describes how 

John the apostle “saw and believed,” when he saw the burial clothes — even 

though he “did not yet understand the Scriptures that he had to rise from the 

dead”. What does that mean? 

 

6. Have you ever seen God's hand in the unusual? What was it? How did 

you know God was responsible for the event?  
 


